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STOCKSBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Stocksbridge Town Council, held in the Council Chamber,  
Town Hall, Stocksbridge, on Thursday, 14th May 2026 

 
 
PRESENT: Cllr. R Crowther (Chair); Cllrs. K Davis, A Law, J Grocutt, J Staniforth,  

L Fox, J Wheeler. 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: M Tidball, MP for Penistone and Stocksbridge – Item 25 
1 Member of the Public 
Cllr. J Booker 
Cllr. J Hesketh (from Item 25) 

 

************ 
 

22. To Receive Chair’s Remarks and Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. C Wilson. 
The Chair offered his formal congratulations to Cllr. J Hesketh on his recent election victory 
representing Stocksbridge and Upper Don on Sheffield City Council. 
 

23. Exclusion of the Press and Public 
 There were no items for exclusion of the press and public. 
 
24. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

25. M Tidball, MP for Penistone and Stocksbridge 
The Chair welcomed Marie Tidball MP to the meeting. 
MT offered her apologies for not having been able to attend a meeting sooner and thanked 
members for all the work they do on behalf of the community. 
MT updated members on her recent sponsored swim from which she raised £8,000 towards 
costs for an accessible changing room and poolside at Stocksbridge Community Leisure Centre. 
Another sponsor is in the process of raising further money for the cause. 
MT informed members that her top priority regarding the Steelworks was to ensure a successful 
sale to a new and responsible buyer. She noted that the process was currently halfway through 
the exclusivity period between the preferred bidder and the Official Receiver, and that she was 
liaising with the Steel Minister and the South Yorkshire Mayoral Combined Authority 
(SYMCA). She advised that had stressed the importance of the Steelworks as a national asset 
and expressed her wish to see the site restarted as soon as possible in a way that would benefit 
both the community and future generations.  
Members requested an update regarding the proposed tram train. MT advised that she was 
engaging with stakeholders to ensure the project remained a priority and acknowledged the 
importance of improving connectivity between Stocksbridge and its surrounding areas. 
Members requested an update regarding the status of the Hopper bus service. MT advised that 
while the service was facing financial challenges due to a high proportion of passengers 
travelling on concessionary fares, funding had been secured to enable the service to continue 
operating for the foreseeable future. She emphasised the importance of the service and 
highlighted the positive impact it was having on residents’ health and wellbeing. In addition, 
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she is continuing to advocate for the return of the Supertram Link service to improve 
connections between Stocksbridge and neighbouring communities. 
Members requested an update regarding the Towns Fund building project. In relation to the new 
519/Library building, MT informed members that work was commencing on schedule with 
plans for the building to open in Spring 2027. 
MT updated members on progress being made in relation to the shop front improvement 
scheme on Manchester Road. Some planning permissions had already been secured, while other 
legal processes were ongoing. 
MT informed that funding for a new 3G pitch had been secured with work anticipated to 
commence later this year. Members were also advised that the cricket pavilion project was 
expected to be completed this autumn. 
Members raised their previous proposal of having Town Council representation on the 
Stocksbridge Towns Fund Board and MT informed that she was awaiting further information 
but would follow the matter up. 
Members raised residents’ requests for a mobile banking hub within the area. MT informed that 
she had raised the matter in Parliament in June 2025 and advised that the Government was 
currently undertaking an independent review. She suggested that she may be able to submit an 
application for a mobile banking hub in Stocksbridge.  
Cllr J Grocutt thanked MT for the work she was undertaking on behalf of the area. JG referred 
to the Town Council’s petition to return bus services to public control which was submitted to 
the SYMCA last year, and highlighted the importance of reinstating the Supertram Link 
service. MT suggested that integration between the Hopper bus and a Supertram Link service 
could be beneficial in connecting the valley to main transport routes. 
Cllr J Wheeler asked how the Stocksbridge and District History Society might be incorporated 
into the Towns Fund building project, noting that they had occupied a space within the former 
library. MT acknowledged the value of this asset and JW agreed to provide the Chairman’s 
contact details. JW also requested information regarding the veterans’ memorial located within 
the Steelworks site. MT expressed her support for relocating the memorial to a more accessible 
location with community involvement. 
Cllr J Staniforth relayed feedback from residents who felt that Hopper bus fares were 
discouraging use of the service. MT suggested that integrated ticket pricing across transport 
services could help to address these concerns. 
Sheffield City Cllr, J Hesketh, raised concerns expressed by some residents regarding the future 
of the Steelworks following its proposed sale. MT acknowledged these concerns but advised 
that she felt reassured following consideration of the business plan. 
The Chair, Cllr R Crowther, suggested that the Town Council provide MT with a supporting 
letter regarding their request for a mobile banking hub within the area. MT welcomed this 
support and confirmed it could assist in strengthening her case. 
The Chair thanked Marie Tidball MP for attending the meeting. 

 
26. Public Questions and Petitions 

The Chair raised two public questions on behalf of a resident who was unable to attend the 
meeting. 
The first question raised asked what specific steps the Town Council is taking to ensure that the 
town’s heritage and British cultural identity are protected in light of rising concerns among 
residents regarding national policy and the preservation of our local community values. 
Members considered the question and discussed a number of ways in which the Town Council 
supports and promotes the town’s heritage and community identity, including: the provision of 
grants and funding opportunities for local groups and organisations; financial support for the 
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Stocksbridge and District History Society which preserves valuable information relating to the 
town’s history and heritage; hosting the annual Remembrance Day Parade and Service; funding 
commemorative Remembrance poppies displayed on local lamp posts by the Royal British 
Legion; advocating for a local Veterans’ Champion; commemorating national Royal events 
such as Coronations and Jubilees; and hosting the annual Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party in 
recognition of the contribution older residents have made to the identity and history of the town. 
The second question raised asked how the Town Council is pressuring Sheffield City Council to 
provide a decent and safe standard of living for people in Stocksbridge who are being failed by 
the city while their rents continue to rise, specifically regarding the unacceptable repairs 
backlog and the poor condition of housing. 
Members considered the question and noted that matters relating to council housing fall outside 
the remit of the Town Council, instead they are the responsibility of Sheffield City Council. 
However, it was highlighted that the Town Council does try their best to support residents 
where possible by raising concerns with the appropriate authorities and attending housing-
related meetings organised by the City Council when invited to do so.  
Members agreed to raise the resident’s concerns with Sheffield City Council requesting that the 
matter be investigated further, and to provide the resident with contact details for Stocksbridge 
and Upper Don TARA (Tenants And Residents Association) who are better placed to assist 
residents with housing concerns. 
The Clerk undertook to write to Sheffield City Council and provide the resident with contact 
details for Stocksbridge and Upper Don TARA. 

 
27. To Receive Remarks from the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 9th April 2026 

Item 216 – The Clerk noted that she and the Chair had communicated information to the public 
regarding the importance of making a collective effort to keep the local area clean and tidy. The 
Clerk had written to Sheffield City Council to request additional measures be considered to 
address littering issues in the area, with communications ongoing. The Clerk also informed that 
she had written to businesses and food establishments on Manchester Road requesting attention 
be paid to litter in the vicinity of their premises. Additional refuse bags had also been purchased 
for the litter picking group. 
Item 222(a) – The Clerk noted that she had received a response from Planning Enforcement 
informing that the concerns raised in relation to potential unauthorised dog activities at The 
Stables were to be investigated with a response expected within 25 working days. Further 
correspondence was received from the planning officer who confirmed they had initially 
attended the wrong location and would return to investigate the correct site. 

 
28. To Approve as a True and Correct Record the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on  

9th April 2026 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 9th April 2026, copies of which had been 
circulated prior to the meeting were taken as read. 
Proposed by Cllr. J Grocutt, seconded by Cllr. L Fox and 
RESOLVED:- That the minutes be confirmed and signed by the Chair. 
 

29. To Approve as a True and Correct Record the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town 
Council meeting held on 12th May 2026 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on 12th May 2026, copies of which 
had been circulated prior to the meeting were taken as read. 
Proposed by Cllr. J Grocutt, seconded by Cllr. J Staniforth and 
RESOLVED:- That the minutes be confirmed and signed by the Chair. 
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The Clerk informed members that the Sheffield Transport User Group had been disbanded in 
2024 and that attendees were invited to attend the South Yorkshire Transport User Group 
(SYTUG). The SYTUG still meets on a quarterly basis mid-January, April, July, and October. 
The Clerk requested that Cllr. J Staniforth be added to the distribution list. 

 
30. Finances - To Receive and Approve Monthly Financial Statements including Budget 

Monitoring   
The Clerk reported that the details of the Monthly Financial Statements had been previously 
circulated. 
Proposed by Cllr. J Wheeler, seconded by Cllr. A Law and 
RESOLVED:-  That the Town Council accept details of the Monthly Financial Statements 
including Budget Monitoring information for April 2026 as supplied by the Clerk. 

 
31. Correspondence 
 Yorkshire Local Councils Associations 

The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from YLCA including:- 
- Weekly News and Notifications – 10th April 2026 
- Weekly News and Notifications – 17th April 2026 
- Weekly News and Notifications – 24th April 2026 
- Weekly News and Notifications – 1st May 2026 
- Weekly News and Notifications – 8th May 2026 

 
 Stocksbridge and Upper Don TARA  

The Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from Stocksbridge and Upper Don 
TARA informing of their AGM on 5th May. 
 
Notification of Planning Appeal 
The Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from Peak District National Park 
Authority notifying of a planning appeal at Low Flatts Farm, Bolsterstone, which the Clerk 
displayed on the public notice board. 

 
Tour De France 2027 
The Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from Sheffield City Council 
informing of the Tour De France 2027 route announcement with Sheffield hosting the final 30 
miles of Stage Two on 31st July 2027. 
 
Fox Valley 10th Birthday Events 
The Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from Fox Valley who will be 
celebrating their 10th birthday over the weekend of 13th-14th June which will feature free 
entertainment, street food, giveaways, store discounts and live music. The Mayor was invited to 
open the event. 
 
Yorkshire Water – Notice of Survey Work in Deepcar and Stocksbridge 
The Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from Yorkshire Water informing of 
survey work to take place on Manchester Road, meaning that temporary traffic lights will be in 
place between 12th-14th May, 18th-20th May and 23rd-25th May. 

 
 



Town Council Meeting  14th May 2026 
 

Page | 5 
 

32. Clerk’s Reports 
The Clerk reported that a new Vicar had been appointed for the Cornerstone Benefice of 
Stocksbridge and Deepcar and that the Mayor and Councillors had been invited to her 
Licensing Service at St Johns Church Deepcar on Thursday 4th June at 7pm.  

 
The Clerk reported that further complaints had been received regarding flags on the street lamps 
along Manchester Road and that residents had been signposted to Sheffield City Council.  

 
33. To Receive Verbal Reports from Members 

a) Cllr JS reported that he had attended dad’s football, badminton sessions, and kid’s Saturday 
club at Stocksbridge Community Leisure Centre (SCLC). 
b) Cllr JG thanked Helen for passing on her casework and reported that she had attended 
several SCLC board meetings, St Ann’s Proud to be Me Assembly, St Ann’s Easter Parade and 
judging of the Easter Bonnet Competition, the Cedar Tree Coffee Shop coffee morning, St 
Mary’s Church, Christ Church social café, a People Keeping Well meeting, a Royal British 
Legion meeting, a Fairtrade meeting, and the site walk with representatives from Stocksbridge 
and Upper Don TARA and Streets Ahead. 
c) Cllr LF reported that she had attended the Cedar Tree Coffee Shop coffee morning, St John’s 
Church, and had been supporting a Stocksbridge resident with flooding issues on their property. 
d) Cllr JW reported that he had attended the Youth Club, visited local businesses in the Palace 
Mall, and had contact with Stocksbridge Junior School. 

 
34. To Receive a Verbal Report from The Mayor 

There were no Mayor’s reports.  
 
35. To Consider Planning Applications and receive the Decisions of the Sheffield Planning and  

Highways Committee 

26/00932/ADV 15 Harry Brearley House  
6 Fox Valley Way 

2x internally illuminated fascia 
signs and 1x internally illuminated 
projecting sign 

26/00888/FUL The Stables  
3 New Hall Lane 

Demolition of conservatory and 
erection of single-storey rear 
extension to dwellinghouse 

26/00681/FUL Stanley Bay  
More Hall Lane 

Re-development of existing chalet 
style bungalow into stone built 
airbnb and holiday retreat for 
disabled use 

26/01100/FUL 43A Pot House Lane Erection of two-storey side/rear 
extension to dwellinghouse 

26/01042/FUL 11 St Andrew Road Erection of porch to front of 
dwellinghouse 

26/01069/FUL 1 Alpine Croft Erection of a single-storey front 
extension to dwellinghouse 

26/01203/FUL 3 Belmont Drive Demolition of conservatory, 
erection of single-storey side 
extension with raised patio, infil of 
lower ground floor carport to form 
garage, and installation first floor 
side window to dwellinghouse 
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The undermentioned planning applications have been Granted:- 
 
 

The undermentioned planning applications have been Granted Conditionally:- 
 
 
 

36. Recreation & Environment Committee Members discussed Minutes of the Recreation & 
Environment Committee of the Town Council, held on 5th May 2026, copies of which had been 
previously circulated. 
Proposed by Cllr. J Staniforth, seconded by Cllr. J Grocutt and 

 RESOLVED:- (i) that the minutes of the Recreation & Environment Committee be accepted. 
 

Item 5(a) – The Clerk informed members that she had requested an update from Sheffield City 
Council and invited a representative from Streets Ahead to a meeting as requested. 

 
37. Finance Committee Members discussed Minutes of the Finance Committee of the Town 

Council, held on 5th May 2026, copies of which had been previously circulated.  
Proposed by Cllr. J Grocutt, seconded by Cllr. K Davis and 
RESOLVED:- (i) that the minutes of the Finance Committee be accepted. 

 
38. Accounts for Authorisation 

Proposed by Cllr. K Davis, seconded by Cllr. J Staniforth and 
(i) That payments be authorised in settlement of the undermentioned accounts:- 

26/01234/FUL 10 Smithy Moor Lane Demolition of the rear detached 
garage and erection of detached 
outbuilding for use as a workshop 
and carport 

26/01164/FUL Beachcomber Barbershop Sub division of basement flat to 
create 2no flats including erection 
of single-storey rear extension at 
basement level, removal of external 
stairs and erection of single-storey 
side extension to form new 
entrance to flats (Application under 
Section 73 to vary condition 2 of 
25/02001/FUL) 

26/01314/FUL Ewden Barn 
Bank Lane 

Installation of flush-fit integrated 
solar panels to the roof of the 
building 

26/00062/LBC More Hall 
More Hall Lane 

External alterations associated with 
the repair of the building including 
replacement gutters/downpipes, 
chimney replacement/repairs and 
repointing to all elevations of the 
building 

26/00586/TPO Ingfield House  
11 Bocking Hill 

Pruning of trees (Tree Preservation 
Order NO. 472) 

26/00561/FUL 21 Bracken Moor Lane Erection of single-storey rear 
extension to dwellinghouse 
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(ii) That payments be authorised in settlement of the undermentioned accounts in respect of  
The ARC:-  

 

(iii) That authority be given for Direct Debits paid in settlement of the undermentioned 
accounts:-  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Chair 
 

  

       £ Made Under Power 
Salaries/Tax/NI/Pensions May 2026 4011.02 

387 
LGA72(S111) 

Universal Supplies Refuse Bags – Litter 
Picking Group 

73.00 LGA72(S111) 

Facility Maintenance Solns Monthly Water 
Monitoring 

10.30 LGA72(S14P9) 

Viking Stationery 39.42 LGA72(S111) 
Viking Toilet rolls 23.51 LGA72(S111) 
Word for Word Ltd Letterheads 80.40 LGA72(S111) 
CPRE Annual Subscription 36.00 LGA72(S111) 
S/B Leisure Centre Grant 1200.00 LGA76(S19) 
S/B Friendship Bowls Club Grant 1099.00 LGA76(S19) 
        

        £ Made Under Power 
Facility Maintenance Solns 
  

Monthly Water 
Monitoring – ARC 

20.60  
 

LGA72(S111) 
 

NRC Services Cleaning Charges 928.26 LGA72(S111) 
A Holden Window Cleaning 60.00 LGA72(S111) 
Micro Alarms Repair Works to 

Alarm 
89.10 LGA72(S111) 

 
T Bisatt Reimbursement Petty 

Cash 
25.00 LGA72(S111) 

 

April 2026:-        £ Made Under Power 
British Gas Lite   Electricity Charges – 

Xmas Tree (Precinct) 
13.23 

 
LGA72(S111) 

MJRCC 
 

Broadband/Phone 
Charges 

44.08 
 

LGA72(S111) 

MJRCC 
 

Computer Charges  
 

79.20 
 

LGA72(S111) 
Intuit Ltd 
 

Quickbooks Package  
 

19.20 
 

LGA72(S111) 
Moorepay Payroll Charges 76.87 LGA72(S111) 
Business Stream Water Charges – ARC 491.21 LGA72(S111) 
Veolia Waste Removal 

Charges 
122.44 LGA72(S111) 

EDF Electricity Charges – 
ARC 

768.18 LGA72(S111) 

    


